PTCA in patients with stable angina pectoris and multivessel disease: is incomplete revascularization acceptable?
Of all coronary angioplasties performed nowadays, 40% of the patients have multivessel disease. Angioplasty in patients with multivessel disease can be performed with a high immediate clinical success rate and an acceptable major complication rate. However, complete anatomic revascularization with coronary angioplasty is achieved in only 32 to 59%. This raises concern about the immediate and long-term outcome of patients in whom incomplete revascularization is achieved. This report reviews the literature and provides evidence that incomplete revascularization with coronary angioplasty is a safe and effective treatment in selected patients with multivessel disease, provided that adequate (functional) revascularization can be achieved. Adequate revascularization includes dilation of all significant lesions supplying large areas of viable myocardium.